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Cake Magic

Objectives

This fun activity is great for any group and very useful if you need to liven an afternoon. This activity is suitable for any size group.

Time needed

10 minutes, dependent upon the size of the group.

Tools needed

Either real cakes or draw pictures of cakes onto sheets of paper.  

Exercise

Break the group up into teams. Explain that you have invited eight people for afternoon tea and you only have one cake to serve.  Ask the teams to produce eight pieces of cake with only three cuts of the knife.

Possible Solutions

1.
Cut cake in half so you have 2 small complete cakes. Put them on top of each other and then cut in exact 4’s thus having 8 pieces.
2. 
Cut the cake in half. Now you have 2 pieces. Stack them on top of each other and then cut in half – now you have 4 pieces. Cut those in half either way and you will have 8 pieces.
3. 
Using the knife make one complete circle cut about ½ way through the cake so you have a circle inside the cake – 2 pieces. Now cut into 4ths and you will have 8 pieces.
4. 
The elegant solution: Using the knife cut 1 curved line through the cake that has 3 curves. Then cut another curved line that intersects in the middle of the top and bottom curve. Then cut the cake in half.
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